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HIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICTHIGHLIGHTS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

Learning How Flora and Fauna LiveLearning How Flora and Fauna Live
in their Natural Habitatsin their Natural Habitats

In Mrs. Kelly's fifth grade class at Shawnee Elementary, students have been
working hard on completing their biome research projects. They learned the

purpose of the major biomes and how populations interact with their surrounding
communities. Students combined creativity with scientific knowledge to create a

specific home. They created biomes including a desert, tundra, savanna,
grassland, tropical rain forest, deciduous forest, and a coniferous forest.

Long-serv ing Board Member Passed AwayLong-serv ing Board Member Passed Away



On December 6, Xenia Board of Education member
William Spahr passed away. Mr. Spahr leaves a
legacy of dedicated service to his community and an
unrelenting commitment to supporting students during
his 40-year career in education. Mr. Spahr was
elected to the Xenia Community Schools Board of
Education seven times, serving a total of 27 years.
During that time, he also served on various other
boards, including serving almost 30 years with the
Greene County Career Center Board of Education. He
was a member of the Xenia Economic Growth

Corporation, a member of the Ohio School Boards Association Executive
Committee, as well as the Ohio School Boards Association Cabinet, the Ohio
Region 10 Educational Service Center Committee, and the High Schools that
Work Board of Directors.

Last month Mr. Spahr was recognized at a state-wide conference for school
leaders for his tenure with the Xenia Community Schools Board of Education. Mr.
Spahr was also the past recipient of the Ohio School Board Associations'
prestigious Award of Achievement. In recognition of receiving an Honorary
American FFA Degree, November 19, 2014 was deemed "William Spahr Day" by
the city of Xenia for his efforts to constantly advocate for agricultural education.

Mr. Spahr was a graduate of Xenia High School and spent his entire career in the
Fairborn City School district, teaching Industrial and Computer Technology for 42
years. He also worked in Fairborn's Printing Services Department.

Mr. Spahr's contribution and dedication to students in Xenia and Fairborn is
exemplary. He made a difference in the lives of countless individuals. Not only
was he a kind and generous man, he also held steadfast and fought for his belief
that all students should be entitled to equal access to the educational
opportunities that best served them, whether that be access to college
preparatory courses, career-preparation courses, or agricultural studies.

Mr. Spahr's leadership, goodwill, and dedication will be missed by all.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA PRESCHOOLHIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA PRESCHOOL

Fun Family T ime at  Lit eracy NightFun Family T ime at  Lit eracy Night

Xenia Preschool hosted their annual Family Literacy
Night last week. More than 275 people made it out
to participate in the event. Families enjoyed supper
and snacks and went from station to station to
participate in a variety of holiday themed activities.
Photographers from BetterImages joined the event
and took family pictures with Santa.



HIGHLIGHTS FROM ARROWOODHIGHLIGHTS FROM ARROWOOD
ELEMENTARYELEMENTARY

Learning about  Manufact uring, A ssembly, and EngineeringLearning about  Manufact uring, A ssembly, and Engineering

Captain Moore from the WOW (Wizards of Wright) Program from Wright Patt Air
Base visited the fifth grade classes at Arrowood last week to teach the students
about manufacturing. Students listened to a brief history about assembly line
manufacturing and the connections that assembly line production has to
engineering. During the hands-on demonstration, each student had a role in the
construction of balsa wood gliders. Student jobs included quality control,
shipping and receiving, test pilots, and even accountants. Each student learned
the importance of communication, safety, and project planning on a budget.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM COX ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM COX ELEMENTARY



Reward For Good Mat h T estReward For Good Mat h T est
ScoresScores

Fifth grade students were challenged
to receive a 70 percent or higher on
their math module test. They passed
that goal and scored a 78 percent
average, so they earned a 'no
homework night' and at their request,
their teacher Mr. Schell wore his crazy
Pac-man suit.

Bullying Prev ent ion Post erBullying Prevent ion Post er
WinnersWinners

Last Friday Cox Elementary had an ice
cream sundae social to celebrate the
winners of the school-wide Bullying
Prevention Month poster contest.
Members of the LINKS, Inc. organization
chose winners by grade level. Students
presented their posters and talked
about why bullying prevention is
important at school. Every student who
participated in the contest earned a
prize, and the winning posters are
displayed in the building. Pictured with
the winning students is Cheryl Marcus,
Xenia Board of Education President
and member of LINKS, Inc.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MCKINLEY ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM MCKINLEY ELEMENTARY

Famous A merican Dress UpFamous A merican Dress Up

Last week the fourth and fifth graders
participated in a "Wax Museum" to
present their research on a famous
American. Students created a
PowerPoint presentation and dressed
as their famous person for the event.
(Click on the photo to the left to
enlarge it and see a close-up of their
clever costumes.)



ST EA M Ev ent  for Fift h GradeST EA M Ev ent  for Fift h Grade

Last Friday fifth graders participated in a
STEAM Day. STEAM stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math,
and activities encourage students to use
their critical thinking skills, to persist in
problem solving, embrace collaboration,
and to work through the creative process.
Pictured at left and below are the winners
from the STEAM challenges.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SHAWNEE ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM SHAWNEE ELEMENTARY

A  Merry Holiday ConcertA  Merry Holiday Concert

Shawnee kindergarteners did an
amazing job performing their Holiday
Concert for friends and family last
week.



HIGHLIGHTS FROM TECUMSEH ELEMENTARYHIGHLIGHTS FROM TECUMSEH ELEMENTARY

Sending Holiday Cheer Ov erseasSending Holiday Cheer Ov erseas

Several classes created personalized Christmas
cards for troops serving overseas. The cards will be
mailed directly to the troops in time for Christmas.

Learning about  Nat iv e A mericansLearning about  Nat iv e A mericans

Naturalist Jared came to Tecumseh to teach
a social studies lesson about Native
Americans to second grade students. The
students built a timeline to show pictures of
life in the past and Jared shared his
knowledge and artifacts with them. Students
enjoyed the trading game where they
learned about how Native Americans
interacted with the early settlers and
explorers in the region.



Spinning, spinning, spinningSpinning, spinning, spinning

World Record holder Joe Odhiambo visited Tecumseh last week. He holds several
world records including the record for the number of basketballs dribbled at one
time and the record for the longest time spinning a basketball. Mr. Odhiambo
shared a wonderful message about perseverance, respect, responsibility, and
caring. At the assembly Tecumseh teachers were challenged to spin basketballs.
If a teacher dropped a ball, they had to do pushups in front of the whole school.
None of the teachers dropped the ball and the kids loved seeing their teachers
involved in the assembly.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM WARNER MIDDLEHIGHLIGHTS FROM WARNER MIDDLE

Follow t he Y ellow Brick RoadFollow t he Y ellow Brick Road

Eighth grade students who took Drama
their first semester got the opportunity
to perform the play "Wizard of Oz" in
full costume and set to guests last
Thursday. The performance was
tremendous. Many students
experienced acting for the first time
and did a great job.

Music Ment or Wint er Recit alMusic Ment or Wint er Recit al

Sixth grader Jadan Harrison is participating in
Central State University's Music Mentor program.
On Saturday she participated in a winter
recital, singing "The Best Part" by Meghan
Trainor. The Music Mentor program takes place
on the university campus. Students receive free
one-on-one music lessons with a professor.



Mov ie Reward for Posit iv e Behav iorMov ie Reward for Posit iv e Behav ior

Last weekend Warner Middle School's PBIS committee hosted the first ever "PBIS @
The Movies" event. Students who earned Buc Bucks for demonstrating positive
behavior throughout the school year thus far could "purchase" movie tickets using
10 Buc Bucks. The committee selected four recently released movies to show in
various classrooms. Students in attendance were given free popcorn and water
at the event. The PBIS team even offered a concession stand for students to
enjoy. In all, 90 students attended the event. This is just another example of how
the PBIS initiative at Warner Middle School continues to help shape the climate
of the building in a positive way for students.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA HIGHHIGHLIGHTS FROM XENIA HIGH

Spreading Holiday Cheer for all t o HearSpreading Holiday Cheer for all t o Hear

The XHS Vocal Ensemble has been busy spreading holiday cheer. They performed
at Cox Elementary, Arrowood Elementary, Warner Middle School, and Xenia
Preschool as well as St. Brigid last week and will visit McKinley, Shawnee and
Tecumseh Elementary Schools this week, and will perform for Xenia Kiwanis.
Ensemble members include Heidi Alex, Daniel Andreassen, Lillian Calhoun, Jenna
Casey, Aleea Chaffin, Trey Cline, Ian Delaney, Joseph Dunlap, De’Mario Figures,
Tyra Goins, Bethany Groeschen, Garrison Henry, Austin Hoskins, Logann Jackson,
Jahnyse Jefferson, Brianna Johnson, Andrew Koehler, Madson Leverance, Asina
Marietta, Claire Marotta, Grace Martin, Autumn McCray, Kolby Mueller, Jackson
Neary, Lauren Nipper, Nathan Saner, Allison Shaw, Emma Stump, Jeanyene
Szwec, Skylar Throop, Andrew Vargas, Isabel Wickline, and Morgan Wickline.

Wearing Purple from Head t oWearing Purple from Head t o
T oeT oe

Last Wednesday was "Purple Out" to
show support for cancer patients and
to raise awareness about Student
Council's Baskets for Battle service
project. Pictured are the XHS Student
Council Executive Board members
Lorean Napper, Isabel Tettau, Heidi
Alex, Carsyn Siefert, Trey Cline, Sam
Lockwood, Matthew Griesmeyer,



Jacob Stickle, Emily Bocock, Sarah
Bogan, Emma Campbell, Cassidy
Coonrod, Gracee Martin, Nate Saner,
and Garrison Henry, and teachers Ms.
Rose and Ms. Dunteman.

LET'S STAY CONNECTEDLET'S STAY CONNECTED

This e-newsletter is sent weekly on Mondays during the school year.

Let's stay connected ... our website is a great place to get information about our
district and each of our schools.

Be sure to Like us on Facebook to stay up to date on district announcements and
school building news.

You can also follow Xenia Athletics on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date
on all grades 7-12 sports teams.

As always, feel free to reach out to me directly by email or call (937) 562-9011.

Have a great week,

Dr. Gabriel E. Lofton, Superintendent

SHA RE THE GOOD NEWS!SHA RE THE GOOD NEWS!

If you have a highlight, story idea, or photo you'd like to share to be included in
this newsletter or other district communications, email Wendy Planicka,
Coordinator of Communications.

http://www.xeniaschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/xeniacommunityschools
https://www.facebook.com/XeniaAthletics/
https://twitter.com/XeniaAthletics
mailto:glofton@xenia.k12.oh.us
mailto:wplanicka@xenia.k12.oh.us

